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Objective - Focus
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Climate Action
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Applying 

sustainability
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IGNiting an Inclusive and sustainable future 

for collective singing Throughout Europe

From 12-2021 until 11-2024, IGNITE shall contribute to 

the European Green Deal, increase diversity, 

inclusion and equity in the sector, strengthen the 

network, increase its representativeness, empower and 

train people in the sector, increasing their capacity to 

become resilient and sustainable, be active 

internationally, cooperate at European level, and make 

use of modern technology.

www.EuropeanChoralAssociation.org

Why should we act?

www.EuropeanChoralAssociation.org

Why should we act?

www.EuropeanChoralAssociation.org

Urgency of the 

situation: 

Source: NOAA Climate.gov, August 2020

Climate Action

WHY?

www.EuropeanChoralAssociation.org

Full video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uynhvHZUOOo

Climate Action

WHY?
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Climate Action

WHY?
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Climate Action

HOW?
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Climate Action

HOW?
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Climate Action

HOW?

How big

is the

impact?
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Climate Action

HOW?

How big

is the

impact?
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Climate Action

HOW?
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Climate Action

HOW?

How big

is the

impact?
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Climate Action

HOW?
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Climate Action

HOW?

How big

is the

impact?
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Climate Action

HOW?
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Any questions?

www.EuropeanChoralAssociation.org

Climate Action

What can WE do?

Take a moment
to think … 

what can you do 
since using

reusable straws
is not enough?
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Climate Action
What can WE do?

As individuals, in choirs,
in organisations, at events ….

www.EuropeanChoralAssociation.org

Climate Action

Pyramid of Outreach

individuals

Choirs & 
Ensembles

Audience

Organisations
& Events

European Choral 
Association

Train & raise
awareness

www.EuropeanChoralAssociation.org

Climate Action

What can WE ALL do?
• Some ideas for inspiration – for each individual person

www.EuropeanChoralAssociation.org

Climate Action

What can choirs do?

IFCM International Choral Bulletin (ICB)

www.EuropeanChoralAssociation.org

Climate Action

What can choirs do?
• Some ideas for inspiration

How are we
going to

rehearsals?
Choir trips –
where to and 

how?

How
sutainable is
our rehearsal

room?

Do we need to do 
barbecues with a lot
of meat?

Should we sing 
from paper or

tablets?
Is our clothing
sustainable?

www.EuropeanChoralAssociation.org

Climate Action

What can choirs do?
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Climate Action

What can choirs do?

www.EuropeanChoralAssociation.org

Climate Action

What can choirs do?
Repertoire Tipps

icb.ifcm.net/sing

our-voice-for-our-planet.com/music

justicechoir.org
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Climate Action

What can choirs do?
Repertoire Tipps

icb.ifcm.net/sing

our-voice-for-our-planet.com/music

justicechoir.org
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Climate Action
What can organisations do?
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Climate Action
What can organisations do?

Reducing travels

Online & hybrid 
workshops

More sustainable
offices (save 

electricity, etc.)

Discuss options
with your
partners

Advocacy
Wok

Go through
a green certification

process for 
organisations

Training 
members

and participants

Green Web Check:

thegreenwebfoundation.org/gr
een-web-check/

• Some ideas for inspiration
Green 
Team

Environmenta
l Strategy & 

Policy
Walk the talk!

Climat
adaptation?

www.EuropeanChoralAssociation.org

Climate Action
What can organisations do?

Policy or policies

Communication

Training

Certification?

Climate Adaptation?
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Climate Action
What can organisations do?

www.EuropeanChoralAssociation.org

Climate Action
What can events do?

www.EuropeanChoralAssociation.org

Climate Action
What can events do?

www.EuropeanChoralAssociation.org

Climate Action
What can events do?

• Some ideas:

Sustainable
travels to the

event?

Choose
sustainable
buildings

Vegetarian food = 
standard, meat as option? 
1 vegetarian meal/day / 

only vegetarian food

www.EuropeanChoralAssociation.org

Climate Action
What can events do?
• LeadingVoices 2022 final concert

• Showing documentary
„Climate Change“ by
Philip Kapadia during
the concert
https://youtu.be/DhhVr5iLF-c

Picture: Anna van Kooij
with Jim Daus Hjernoe with Dutch 
Dreams, Kristoffer Fynbo Thorning, 
Petra Poutanen, Julian Knörzer

www.EuropeanChoralAssociation.org

Climate Action
What can events do?

Documentary
„Climate 
Change“ by
Philip Kapadia
https://youtu.be/
DhhVr5iLF-c
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Climate Action
What can events do?

• LeadingVoices music writing factory
In the Music writing factory LAB with Josep Vila i Casañas 3 composers wrote 
choral miniatures on the theme “The Seventh Continent: A plastic island in 
the Pacific Ocean”. Later Josep Vila also added the themes of youth, hope and 
future in peace. One miniature was also performed in the final concert of 
Leading Voices.

www.EuropeanChoralAssociation.org

Climate Action
Challenges?
• Is it all easy and straightforward then?

No, it is not …. 

www.EuropeanChoralAssociation.org

Challenges?

www.EuropeanChoralAssociation.org

Challenges?

www.EuropeanChoralAssociation.org

Any questions?

www.EuropeanChoralAssociation.org

Debriefing
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Thank you very much for your attention!

Sonja Greiner / Sophie Dowden

SecretaryGeneral@EuropeanChoralAssociation.org

Regional office of IFCM for Europe
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